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Figure 9-2 
Town of Wheaton Zoning 

Source: Chippewa County 
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Future Land Uses 
Future land use in the Town will likely remain dominated by agriculture. 
Commercial and manufacturing uses will likely increase as the availability of 
a good highway system and the rail line are promoted. 

Based upon the official projections of the Wisconsin Department of 
Administration, the Town of Wheaton is projected to see a 45 percent 
increase in population by the year 2030 from the 2000 population. The 
projected 2030 population is 3,430. The accuracy of this projection will be 
highly dependent upon what type of development the Town attracts between 
now and then. 

Projected Growth 
Land use projections are an important part of a comprehensive plan. They are 
a “best guess” of the amount of land that will be needed for future 
development, and are based on population and household projections, 
community development standards (accepted density or intensity of various 
land uses) and community desires. Within the Town, there are approximately 
31,874 acres of land. Of this, approximately 839 acres are wetlands, leaving 
approximately 31,035 acres of developable land. 

While not a desired component of future land use, it is recognized that 
annexation has affected the Town in the past. From 2001 to 2008, the 
Wisconsin Department of Administration recorded that approximately 288 
acres of land were annexed into the City of Chippewa Falls or the City of 
Eau Claire. While there were several years with no annexation activities, this 
results in an average of approximately 36 Town acres being annexed per 
year. If this rate were to continue, this would amount to the Town losing 720 
acres to annexation over the next 20 years. 

As shown in Figure 9-2, most of the Town is zoned for agricultural use. The 
Town has a minimum lot size requirement of five acres at this time for 
residential development. The commercial uses in the Town fall into the 
Highway Commercial district, which has a minimum lot size of 1.66 acres. 
The Industrial District also has a minimum lot size of 1.66 acres. 

Based upon the population projects, the growth of surrounding communities, 
a potential development push from immediately adjacent areas, and the 
current economic conditions, by the year 2030 we anticipate development of 
approximately 324 residential dwelling units (under current five-acre 
minimum regulations, resulting in a minimum consumption of 1,620 acres), 
200 additional acres of commercial, 300 acres of industrial land, lands 
assessed agricultural will decrease by 1,600 acres, and forest land will 
decrease by 520 acres. The increments on the next page indicate a running 
total. 
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5 years 
Over the first five years, we project 70 new residences, 30 additional 
commercial acres, the conversion of 200 acres of agricultural to other uses, 
255 forested acres converted to other uses, and an additional 75 
manufacturing acres. 

10 years 
Within ten years, we project 162 new residences, 100 new commercial acres, 
conversion of 700 acres of agricultural land and 360 acres of forest land to 
other uses, and 150 new manufacturing acres. 

15 years 
In fifteen years, we project 243 new residences, 150 additional commercial 
acres, 1,200 acres of agricultural land and 390 acres of forest land converted 
to other uses, and 225 new industrial acres. 

20 years 
In twenty years, we project 324 new residences, 200 additional commercial 
acres, 1,600 acres of agricultural land converted to other uses, 520 forest land 
acres converted to other uses, and 300 additional manufacturing acres. 

The figures presented above indicate residential development occurring 
under the current five-acre minimum lot size regulation. If the Town or 
Chippewa County zoning were to consider cluster subdivisions, which would 
allow smaller lot sizes in exchange for maximizing open space, the space 
consumed by residential development could be reduced. Assuming one-half 
of new subdivisions in Wheaton are cluster subdivisions with a 2.5 acre 
minimum lot size, the amount of land consumed could be reduced by over 
400 acres over the next 20 years. This is shown in Table 9-4 below. 

Table 9-4 
Land Use Consumption by Residential Subdivision Type 

Years 

Acres Consumed by Subdivision Type

5-Acre Minimum, 
Conventional 
Subdivisions 

Half 5-Acre Minimum 
Conventional Subdivisions, 
Half Cluster Subdivisions 

(2.5 Acre Min.) 

All Cluster 
Subdivisions 

(2.5 Acre 
Minimum) 

5 350 262.5 175 
10 810 607.5 405 
15 1,215 912.5 607.5 
20 1,620 1,215 810 

Source: SEH 
 
Figure 9-3 on the following page shows the Town of Wheaton’s future land 
use. It is important to note that the Future Land Use map does not change 
zoning or subdivision regulations that are in place. Rather, this map serves to 
guide future growth over the next 20 years. 
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Figure 9-3 
Future Land Use Map 

Source: Chippewa County 
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The areas marked High Density Residential are those locations that the Town 
would be most willing to consider allowing residential uses being located on 
lot sizes less than five acres in size. However, this would require a change to 
the Town’s existing zoning ordinance. 

9.2  Land Use Agencies and Programs 
There are a number of available agencies and programs to assist communities 
with land use projects. Below are brief descriptions of various agencies and 
programs. 

University of Wisconsin 
The UW-Madison, River Falls, Milwaukee, and Stevens Point school 
systems can provide research and outreach planning services to area 
communities. 

West Central Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission 
(WCWRPC) 
Regional planning commissions provide planning assistance, assist local 
interests in responding to state and federal programs, serve as a coordinating 
agency for programs, and provide other technical and advisory assistance to 
local governments. For more information, visit www.wcwrpc.org. 

Chippewa County 
Chippewa County has multiple departments that can aid in specific areas and 
specialties for land use projects. The Planning and Zoning Department 
administers on-site septic and well systems, as well as zoning in the Town. 

The Land Conservation Department retains information on land and water 
resources, which should be consulted when considering development. This 
department also monitors runoff, waste collection, and farmland and 
woodland preservation. 

9.3  Land Use Goals, Objectives and Policies 
Based on the SWOT Analysis, the Vision Statement Process, and the effort 
to define key issues, a list of goals, objectives and policies have been drafted. 

A. Goal – The Town will strive to guide development in a manner that 
preserves the rural living and quality of life that residents enjoy. 

B. Goal – The Town encourages development designs that promote the 
preservation of open space and working lands. 

a. Policy – The Town will strive to maintain a five-acre 
minimum lot size for development, except in areas identified 
by the Plan Commission and approved by the Town Board. 
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C. Goal – The Town will review, maintain, and update as necessary their 
zoning and subdivision ordinances. 

1. Objective – The Town will coordinate with Chippewa County and 
review County documents, in particular those pertaining to land 
use and resource management, to consider utilizing them in the 
Town. 

a. Policy – The Town will work with the Chippewa County 
Zoning Department to ensure there are zoning districts to 
accommodate desired growth. 
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10.0   Implementation 
10.1 Action Plan 
10.2 Plan Integration and Consistency 
10.3 Plan Monitoring and Evaluation 
10.4 Plan Amendments and Updates 

 
This element serves as a “priority” list for implementing and realizing the 
Plan. It prescribes those actions necessary to realize the visions, goals, and 
objectives highlighted in previous chapters of the Plan. The Plan addresses 
many important components critical to sustaining a healthy community while 
preserving the area’s rural character, natural resources, and history. As 
change is inevitable, the Plan may need to be amended to appropriately 
reflect land use changes. 

If there is a question regarding a decision that is not clearly conveyed in the 
details of this Comprehensive Plan, then the decision should be based on the 
intent of the vision statement listed in the Issues and Opportunities Element 
of the Plan. All nine elements included in this Plan work to achieve the 
desired future for the Town of Wheaton. 

10.1  Action Plan 
The Town of Wheaton Comprehensive Plan is intended to help guide 
decisions within the Town. The Plan is an expression of the Town of 
Wheaton’s wishes and desires and provides a series of policies for assisting 
the community in attaining its visions, goals, and objectives. The Plan is not 
an attempt to predict the future, but rather an attempt to document the 
Town’s values and philosophies that citizens of Wheaton share. The Plan 
guides a variety of community issues including housing, transportation, 
utilities and community facilities, economic development, intergovernmental 
cooperation, and land use. 

The Town of Wheaton Planning Commission, Town Board, and citizens in 
reviewing all proposals pertaining to development in the Town should utilize 
the Comprehensive Plan. Development proposals should be examined to 
determine whether they are consistent with Town wishes and desires as 
expressed in the Plan. As part of the review, a thorough review of the Plan is 
necessary with particular attention given to the goals and objectives. Where 
the impact of a proposed development is minimal, the evaluation may simply 
be a determination of whether or not the Plan provides relevant direction and 
whether the requested action is in conformance with the Plan. Development 
proposals with significant potential impacts will require a more detailed 
analysis in order to determine consistency. 

Wis. Stats. 66.1001(2)(i)
(i) Implementation element. A
compilation of programs and

specific actions to be completed
in a stated sequence, including

proposed changes to any
applicable zoning ordinances,

official maps, or subdivision
ordinances, to implement the

objectives, policies, plans and
programs contained in pars. (a) to

(h). The element shall describe
how each of the elements of the

Comprehensive Plan will be
integrated and made consistent

with the other elements of the
Comprehensive Plan, and shall

include a mechanism to measure
the local governmental unit’s

progress toward achieving all
aspects of the Comprehensive

Plan. The element shall include a
process for updating the
Comprehensive Plan. A

Comprehensive Plan under this
subsection shall be updated no
less than once every 10 years.

Completing the plan document is
only one step in the planning

process. Getting complete
commitment in implementing the

plan involves getting all
departments and key individuals

involved in order to have a unified
stance in matters pertaining to

the plan.
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10.2  Plan Integration and Consistency 
Within this implementation element, it is required to “describe how each of 
the elements of the Comprehensive Plan will be integrated and made 
consistent with the other elements of the Comprehensive Plan.” As a result of 
the Comprehensive Plan being developed in a coordinated and simultaneous 
effort, the planning process has ensured that the development and review of 
each element is consistent with the others; and based on that analysis, there 
are no known inconsistencies between the planning elements. In the future, 
as plan amendments occur, it is important that the Town of Wheaton 
Planning Commission and Town Board both conduct consistency reviews. 
Those reviews will ensure the document continues to represent an integrated 
approach to planning. 

To ensure consistency across jurisdictional boundaries, the Town of Wheaton 
encourages early dialogue between all adjoining and overlapping 
jurisdictions (towns, villages, cities and counties) as they develop or revise 
their Comprehensive Plans and ordinances. Where inconsistencies are 
identified and a resolution cannot be reached, future actions can be 
developed to bring the parties together to address their concerns. 

10.3  Plan Monitoring and Evaluation 
As part of the Comprehensive Planning process, a number of goals, 
objectives, and policy items were developed that when implemented are 
intended to build stronger relationships and give direction to the Town Board 
and Wheaton residents. The goals are the “purpose or end” that provides 
direction for the Town and other governmental organizations, such as 
Chippewa County. Objectives are statements that are measurable benchmarks 
the community works to achieve, and the policies are more specific 
statements that set preferred courses of action to carry out the objectives in 
the future. While many of the objectives and actions can be accomplished in 
the short term, several others will be continuous or ongoing and do not have 
a specific implementation target date. As is stipulated in 1999 Wisconsin Act 
9, a Comprehensive Plan must be updated at least once every 10 years. 
However, in order to ensure that the Town’s Plan is an effective management 
tool, the Town of Wheaton Planning Commission should review the plan 
goals and objectives annually to track those activities that have been 
completed to realize its accomplishments and identify areas where additional 
resources or actions are needed. Part of this effort, will also include 
addressing conflicts which may arise between the elements of the Plan. 

As a means of measuring progress towards achieving the goals of the 
Comprehensive Plan, action steps for some of the goals have been developed 
that propose a timeline that may be followed to implement the goals. 
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Housing
Strategy 
• Identify areas of the Town which may be appropriate for housing 

developments on lot sizes less than five-acres. 

• Identify areas of zoning and subdivision ordinances that need to be 
updated. 

• Work with Chippewa County to update zoning ordinance as needed. 

Implementation Lead(s) 
• Wheaton Planning Commission 

• Wheaton Town Board 

Key Partners 
• Town residents 

• Chippewa County 

Potential Funding Sources 
• Town of Wheaton – primarily staff and committee time 

GOAL 

The Town will 
strive to maintain 
five-acre minimum 

lot sizes for 
development, 

except in areas 
identified by the 

Plan Commission 
and approved by 
the Town Board. 

 

 
Identify areas that 

may be appropriate 
for higher density 

developments. 

Review ordinances 
and identify needed 
changes. Work with 
Chippewa County to 
amend ordinances to 
incorporate needed 

changes. 

Review and make determinations on development proposals based 
on updated ordinances. Continue to review and update ordinances 

as needed. 

     

  2009 2010 2011 2015 2020 2030

 

ACTION STEPS
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Transportation
Strategy 
• Work with Chippewa County to identify deficiencies and proposed 

improvements scheduled for County Highway T. 

• Identify local needs, including accessibility, traffic flow, economics for 
businesses, and safety among other things, and evaluate proposed 
improvements. 

• Develop alternatives and offer suggestions to Chippewa County to 
accommodate any deficiencies. 

Implementation Lead(s) 
• Wheaton Planning Commission 

• Wheaton Town Board 

Key Partners 
• Chippewa County  

• Eau Claire County 

• City of Eau Claire 

• WisDOT 

• Town residents 

• Town businesses 

Potential Funding Sources 
• Town of Wheaton 

• Chippewa County (construction only) 

• WisDOT 

GOAL 

The Town will 
evaluate options 
to accommodate 
increasing traffic 

volumes on 
County Highway T 

south of State 
Highway 29. 

 
 Discuss existing 

deficiencies and 
proposed 

improvements with 
Chippewa County 

Highway 
Department.  

Evaluate alternatives 
based on selected 

criteria and 
determine preferred 
alternatives for the 

Town.  

Review construction progress on County Highways to ensure they 
are meeting any Town needs. Continue to work with Chippewa 

County on any County Highway projects in the Town to ensure Town 
needs are being met. 

     

  2010 2011 2012 2015 2020 2030

 

ACTION STEPS
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Transportation
Strategy 
• Identify problem areas for truck traffic in the Town. 

• Develop several preferred routes for trucks through the Town. Determine 
the need for weight limits and braking ordinances along these routes, and 
on other Town roads. 

• Contact businesses with vehicles that would need to utilize these routes. 
Get their feedback on the alternatives. 

• Select alternative(s) best suited to meet the Town’s needs, including 
resident and business needs. 

Implementation Lead(s) 
• Wheaton Planning Commission 

• Wheaton Town Board 

Key Partners 
• Town residents 

• Town businesses 

• Truck operators 

• Chippewa County Highway Department 

• Chippewa County Sheriff’s Department 

Potential Funding Sources 
• Town of Wheaton 

• Chippewa County 

GOAL 

The Town will 
consider 

evaluating possible 
designated truck 

routes through the 
Town. The Town 
will also consider 

developing braking 
and weight limit 
ordinances for 
trucks on Town 

roads. 

 
 

Identify problem 
areas for truck traffic 

in the Town. 

Develop preferred 
truck route 

alternatives, as well 
as the need for 

braking and weight 
limit ordinances. 

Discuss identified
alternatives with 

Town businesses. 
Reconsider 

alternatives based 
on feedback. Select 
preferred routes to 

begin 
implementation.  

Develop ordinances 
if needed. Sign and 
begin requiring use 
of designated truck 

routes. 

Continue to monitor 
success of routes. 

Consider other 
routes if a need 

becomes present. 

       

  2010 2011 2012 2013 2015 2030

 

ACTION STEPS
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Utilities and Community Facilities 
Strategy 
• Conduct a space needs study for the Town Hall based on projected 

population and uses. 

• Identify and evaluate alternatives for increased space to accommodate 
the Town’s future needs. 

• Evaluate the alternatives based on identified criteria, including but not 
limited to cost, ability to sell or re-utilize buildings that will no longer be 
needed by the Town, location in the Town, and opportunities available 
for future expansion. 

Implementation Lead(s) 
• Wheaton Planning Commission 

• Wheaton Town Board 

Key Partners 
• Wheaton administrative personnel 

Potential Funding Sources 
• Town of Wheaton 

• USDA Rural Development – Community Facilities Direct Loans and 
Grants (for construction) 

GOAL 

The Town will 
consider options 

for adjusting 
spatial capacity in 

the Town Hall 
according to its 
use and Town 

needs. 

 

 
Conduct space 
needs study for 

Town Hall. 

Identify alternatives 
to address space 

deficiencies. 
Evaluate alternatives 
based on identified 

and selected criteria. 
Budgeting and preparation for 

implementation of selected alternative(s). 

Construction and 
implementation of 

selected 
alternative(s). 

      

  2010 2012 2013 2020 2025 2030

 

ACTION STEPS
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Agricultural, Natural, and Cultural Resources
Strategy 
• Identify the various marketable non-metallic mineral deposits throughout 

the Town and maintain an up-to-date list and map of these deposits. 

• Develop a plan to evaluate proposals and an approval or denial 
mechanism for proposals to extract these materials. 

Implementation Lead(s) 
• Wheaton Planning Commission 

• Wheaton Town Board 

Key Partners 
• Town residents 

• Chippewa County Land Conservation Department 

• Chippewa County Planning and Zoning 

• WDNR 

Potential Funding Sources 
• Town of Wheaton 

GOAL 

The Town will 
identify, recognize 

and strive to 
manage the non-
metallic mineral 
resources of the 

Town. 

 

 Work with Chippewa 
County to identify 

and map non-
metallic mineral 
resources in the 

Town. 

Develop a plan and 
approval mechanism 

for proposals to 
extract these 

resources. 
Utilize the plan to review extraction proposals. Continue to update 

the plan as new deposits are found or as regulations change. 

     

  2010 2012 2014 2020 2025 2030

 

ACTION STEPS
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Agricultural, Natural, and Cultural Resources
Strategy 
• Identify outdoor recreational resources in the Town. 

• Compile a list of projects that the Town would like to complete to 
promote these resources. 

• Complete a five-year outdoor park and recreation plan that is approved 
by the WDNR. 

Implementation Lead(s) 
• Wheaton Planning Commission 

• Wheaton Park Committee 

• Wheaton Town Board 

Key Partners 
• Town residents 

Potential Funding Sources 
• Town of Wheaton 

• WDNR – Stewardship Program 

GOAL 

The Town will 
support and 

promote outdoor 
recreational 
resources. 

 
 Identify and 

inventory the local 
outdoor recreational 

resources in the 
Town  

Develop a five-year 
outdoor park and 
recreation plan, 

identifying desired 
projects to 
undertake. 

Begin budgeting for 
selected 

improvements. 

Apply for a DNR 
Stewardship Grant to 

help offset costs 
associated with 
improvements 

Complete an update 
to the Town’s five-
year outdoor park 

and recreation plan. 

       

  2010 2011 2012 2016 2017   2017 
 2022 

        2027 

 

ACTION STEPS
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Intergovernmental Cooperation 
Strategy 
• Identify existing areas of permit process that need improvement. 

• Develop alternatives that may be used to mitigate existing deficiencies. 

• Contact Chippewa County and have a meeting to discuss proposed 
alternatives. Discuss other ideas Chippewa County may have. 

• Together with Chippewa County, tweak alternatives to suit both the 
Town and County – select most appropriate alternative(s). 

Implementation Lead(s) 
• Wheaton Planning Commission 

• Wheaton Town Board 

Key Partners 
• Chippewa County Zoning Department 

• Chippewa County Planning and Zoning Committee 

Potential Funding Sources 
• Town of Wheaton – primarily staff and committee time 

• Chippewa County – staff and committee time 

GOAL 

The Town will 
explore a more 

formalized permit 
process with the 

Chippewa County 
Zoning 

Department. 

 

 
Identify existing 
deficiencies and 

develop alternatives 
to mitigate these 

deficiencies. 

Contact Chippewa 
County and discuss 
alternatives. Work to 
establish and select 

most beneficial 
alternative(s) for 

both Wheaton and 
Chippewa County.  

Implement selected 
alternative(s). 

Continuously monitor and assess the 
effectiveness of implemented alternatives. 
As additional deficiencies are identified, 

work with Chippewa County to find 
solutions. 

      

  2010 2011 2012 2013 2020 2030

 

ACTION STEPS
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10.4  Plan Amendments and Updates 
Evaluating the Comprehensive Plan is an ongoing process and will, at some 
time, lead to the realization that the Plan requires updating and amendments. 
The time that elapses between the completion of the Plan and the need to 
amend the Plan will depend greatly on evolving issues, trends, and land use 
conditions. Periodic updates will allow for updates to statistical data, and to 
ensure the Plan’s goals, objectives, and actions reflect the current conditions, 
needs, and concerns. The Comprehensive Planning legislation requires plan 
updates at least every 10 years. The Town of Wheaton Planning Commission 
will remain flexible in determining when and how often the Plan should be 
updated. Generally, a Comprehensive Plan update should not be expected 
more often than once every 5 years. A tremendous amount of change can 
occur in a community over just a couple of years and the Town should be 
prepared to address changing conditions with timely plan updates. 
Amendments to the plan will follow the requirements of State law and will 
be evaluated for consistency with the existing plan, including all elements. 

To ensure residents are involved in plan amendments, the following process 
and protocol should be followed to allow public involvement and comment. 
The Town of Wheaton Planning Commission shall undertake a review of the 
Plan and shall consider the necessary amendment(s) to the Plan resulting 
from property owner requests and changes to social and economic 
conditions. Upon the Planning Commission review, recommended changes 
to the Plan shall be forwarded to the Town Board. The Town of Wheaton 
Board shall call a public hearing to afford property owners time to review 
and comment on recommended Plan changes. A public hearing shall be 
advertised in accordance with the Town’s public meeting notice procedures. 
Based on public input, Planning Commission recommendations, and other 
facts, the Town Board will then formally act on the recommended 
amendment(s). 
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Number of 
Responses Ratio

83 79.0%
1 1.0%
8 7.6%
1 1.0%
7 6.6%
3 2.8%
2 1.9%

105
2 Responses
landowner
foster home

20 9 10
15 25 10
8 5 2
10 5 0.25
0.75 12 10
155 12 5
5 5 140
85 20 500
3.2 5.6 1.35
5 78 1
5 2 Average = 43 acres per response
140 24
21 80
77 80
2 144.5
5 6
80 6
70 100
5 5
5 5
40 180
7 4
7 4
5 2
5 2
10 5
185 1
5 2.75
160 70
200 280
7.5 1
5 1
5 5
90 37

Number of 
Response(s) Ratio

7 8.3%
4 4.7%
14 16.6%
59 70.2%
84

3. Do you actively farm the land you own?

Total

2. If a landowner, approximately how many acres of land do you own?
78 Responses

No
Total

Yes - a portion of it
Yes - all of it

1. What is your status in the Town? (check all that apply)

Year-Round Resident
Seasonal Resident
Own farm
Own business in the Town
Own undeveloped land
Residential/Home business combination
Other

No, but I lease the land to a farm



75
83%
15'x20' garden ???
70%
50
25
80

Number of 
Response(s) Ratio

9 23.1%
8 20.5%
4 10.3%
2 5.1%
16 41.0%
53
92

Number of 
Response(s) Ratio

88 100.0%
0 0.0%
0 0.0%
0 0.0%
0 0.0%
3
91

Number of 
Response(s) Ratio

81 92.0%
3 3.4%
4 4.5%
3
91

4 Responses
Life-Lease
Live with mother
Son owns
Live with parents.

6-10 years
11-15 years
16-20 years
21 or more years

4. If you farm a portion of your land, what percentage do you farm?
7 Responses

5. Do you anticipate your land being actively farmed by you or someone else in 
the next (check all that apply)

0-5 years

Apartment
Duplex
Condominium
Other

Not applicable
Total

6. What type of dwelling do you reside in?

Single-family home

Rent
Other
No Responses
Total

No Responses
Total

7. Do you own or rent your dwelling unit?

Own



10 4 5
59 42 2
19 9 13
14 51 40
15 30 10
7 7 5
14 2 34
40 3 34
8 28 19
34 8 14
7 7 20
22 17 43
9 21 11
12 6 10
13 6 36
16 47 12
20 47 65
8 77 3
9 4 12
35 8 12
36 50 16
21 30 25
2 36 10
9 60 36
25 21 4
25 7 63
7 7 35
2 52 59
5 50

Number of 
Response(s) Ratio

51 58.0%
13 14.8%
24 27.3%
0 0.0%
3
91

2 2 2 2 2 2 2
2 2 3 2 2 3 1
2 2 2 4 2 2 2
2 2 2 2 2 3 2
2 1 1 2 2 1 4
2 2 2 3 2 3 2
2 3 2 3 2 2 2
2 2 2 2 2 4 2
2 2 2 2 2 3 2
2 3 2 2 3 2
2 2 1 2 1 2
2 2 3 2 1 2
2 2 2 3 2 2

Eau Claire
Elk Mound
Unsure
No Responses

8. How many years have lived/owned land in the Town?
87 Responses

9. What school district do you reside in?

Chippewa Falls

Average = 21.7 years

Total

10. How many adults (18 or older) live in your household?
88 Responses



2 2 0 0 1 2 0
0 2 0 0 0 2 1
0 0 0 1 0 0 0
1 2 0 1 0 1 0
0 0 0 0 0 2 0
3 1 0 1 1 0 1
0 0 5 0 0 2 2
0 0 0 0 0 0 0
1 0 2 2 0 0 1
0 0 1 1 0 0 0
0 2 0 1 0 0 2
3 2 2 0 0 1 0
0 0 0 0

Number of 
Response(s) Ratio

49 56.3%
11 12.6%
3 3.4%
1 1.1%
20 23.0%
3 3.4%
4
91

3 Responses
foster parent
Temporary Employee
Disabled

Number of 
Response(s) Ratio

2 3.1%
51 78.5%
1 1.5%
0 0.0%
6 9.2%
5 7.7%
26
91

5 Responses
Polk County
huebsch
Retired
Hudson
Mahtomedia, MN

12. What is your employment status?

Employed full-time
Employed part-time

88 Responses
11. How many children (under 18) live in your household?

No Responses
Total

13. If you are employed, where do you work?

Town of Wheaton

Self-employed
Unemployed
Retired
Other

Other
No Responses
Total

Neighboring city
Neighboring town
Elsewhere in Chippewa County
Neighboring county



Amery SEH, Inc Chippewa Falls, WI Chippewa Falls Menomonee
Eau Claire SGI in Chippewa Fall, WI Chippewa Falls Chippewa Falls
City of Eau Claire Elk Mound Chippewa Falls Eau Claire
city of Eau Claire Huthinson in Eau Claire Eau Claire Chippewa Falls
Menomonie, WI Chippewa Falls, WI Chippewa Falls Eau Claire
City Of Eau Claire Hudson, WI Eau Claire Eau Claire
Menomonie, WI Chippewa Falls Eau Claire Chippewa Falls
Eau Claire n/a Chippewa Falls Eau Claire
Silicon Graphics, Inc Eau Claire Eau Claire Eau Claire
eau claire Chippewa Falls Eau Claire Chippewa Falls
Hallie Eau Claire Eau Claire Barron County
Eau CLaire Eau Claire Eau Claire Eau Claire
Eau Claire Menomonee Elk Mound Eau Claire
Mahtomedia, MN Chippewa Falls Chippewa Falls Dunn County
Eau Claire Eau Claire

70 12 20 6
15 15 12 15
20 20 10 90
20 45 10 15
22 15 20 15
20 7 15 30
25 20 12 15
10 6 15 2
18 10 10 20
15 15 15
20 20 20
20 15 10
15 15 25
14 15 15
15 10 60
17 15 8
21 15 15
0 20 20

Number of 
Response(s) Ratio

3 3.9%
5 6.5%
22 28.6%
18 23.4%
15 19.5%
14 18.2%
14
91

14. If you are not employed in the Town of Wheaton, please specify where you work.

Less than $15,000
$15,000 - $24,999
$25,000 - $49,999
$50,000 - $74,999

16. What is your annual household income?

59 Responses

15. On an average day, how long does it take you to commute one-way to work? Please answer in minutes.

64 Responses

Average Commute = 18 Minutes

$75,000 - $99,999
$100,000 or more
No Responses
Total



Number of 
Response(s) Ratio

1 1.1%
6 7.0%
20 23.5%
23 27.0%
18 21.1%
17 20.0%
85

Number of 
Response(s) Ratio

52 61.9%
32 38.1%
7
91

2
5
1
2
2
2
Total 14

2 1 1
1 1 1
2 1 4
2 3 1
1 3 2
1 3 1
2 1 1
1 1 Total 58
3 1
1 3
1 3
1 1
1 2
1 1
1 1

1
2
2
2
1
1
1
1
2
2
Total 15

17. What is your age?

18-24
25-34
35-44

18. What is your gender?

Male
Female
No Responses

45-54
55-64
65+
Total

37 Owners

21. How Many Snowmobiles Does Your Household Own?
10 Owners

Total

19. How Many Horses Does Your Household Own?
6 Owners

20. How Many All-terrain vehicles (ATV's) Does Your Household Own?



1
1
1
Total 3

4 3 3 2
3 2 3 4
2 6 1 5
3 2 1 4
2 2 2 4
6 3 2 2
2 10 2 1
1 2 1 Total 173
4 3 4
2 4 2
2 5 2
4 2 1
4 2 4
2 2 2
4 2 3
4 1 1
2 10 5

Number of 
Response(s) Ratio

38 16.1%
43 18.2%
13 5.5%
9 3.8%
27 11.4%
34 14.4%
2 0.8%
12 5.0%
16 6.7%
14 5.9%
1 0.4%
10 4.2%
4 1.6%
13 5.5%
236

13 Responses
Wife grew up here
close to Eau Claire
like the area and be close to the River
bought when we had horses
seclusion
love the country and benefits of it
living out in the country
Used to be "out in the country"
Want to live in country and own acreage within proximity to E.C. and C.F.
Live in the country - on a hill - space for large garage.
Close to school
Location/Schools
Doctors, hospital

22. How Many Electric Vehicles Does Your Household Own?

Close to family
Close to work
Agriculture
Close to shopping

3 Owners

23. How Many Bicycles Does Your Household Own?
58 Owners

24. What are the top three (3) reasons you chose to live in the Town?

Taxes
Cost of home
Public safety
Recreational facilities and opportunities

Grew up here
Small town atomosphere
Community services
Quality of schools

Historical significance
Other
Total



Top number is the count of respondents 
selecting the option. Bottom % is percent 
of the total respondents selecting the 
option. Excellent Good Fair Poor Very Poor Don't Use

32 33 4 0 0 11
40.0% 41.3% 5.0% 0.0% 0.0% 13.8%

25 34 3 0 0 13
33.3% 45.3% 4.0% 0.0% 0.0% 17.3%

14 43 14 2 2 6
17.3% 53.1% 17.3% 2.5% 2.5% 7.4%

10 28 7 4 0 24
13.7% 38.4% 9.6% 5.5% 0.0% 32.9%

13 36 21 6 1 3
16.3% 45.0% 26.3% 7.5% 1.3% 3.8%

18 42 18 4 1 1
21.4% 50.0% 21.4% 4.8% 1.2% 1.2%

19 37 12 1 3 8
23.8% 46.3% 15.0% 1.3% 3.8% 10.0%

19 35 11 1 0 14
23.8% 43.8% 13.8% 1.3% 0.0% 17.5%

3 9 10 8 8 35
4.1% 12.3% 13.7% 11.0% 11.0% 47.9%

4 23 17 7 5 16
5.6% 31.9% 23.6% 9.7% 6.9% 22.2%

Top number is the count of respondents 
selecting the option. Bottom % is percent 
of the total respondents selecting the 
option. Excellent Good Fair Poor Very Poor Don't Use

5 34 26 2 2 5
6.8% 45.9% 35.1% 2.7% 2.7% 6.8%

7 43 16 2 0 5
9.6% 58.9% 21.9% 2.7% 0.0% 6.8%

5 14 19 14 5 15
6.9% 19.4% 26.4% 19.4% 6.9% 20.8%

4 12 9 1 0 49
5.3% 16.0% 12.0% 1.3% 0.0% 65.3%

3 11 9 1 0 51
4.0% 14.7% 12.0% 1.3% 0.0% 68.0%

3 21 20 9 1 19
4.1% 28.8% 27.4% 12.3% 1.4% 26.0%

Recycling

Area Public School System

25. Please rank your satisfaction with the following Town services and characteristics:

Fire protection

Rescue service

Town hall

Town park

Street maintenance

Snow removal

Job opportunities

Rummery Cemetery

McCombs Cemetery

Area entertainment

Bicycle paths

Code enforcement

Housing affordability

Quality of housing

26. Please rank your satisfaction with the following Town services and characteristics:



Number of 
Response(s) Ratio

5 7.5%
5 7.5%
5 7.5%
15 22.4%
28 41.8%
9 13.4%
24
91

9 Responses
Zoning and Code Enforcement
work to reduction of Property taxes
enforcement for neighbors to maintain their yards
Not sure
Police involvement/response
County Highway department road work
Preservation
Street Maintenance
City vs. township jurisdiction of township land use

Top number is the count of respondents 
selecting the option. Bottom % is percent 
of the total respondents selecting the 
option.

Very 
Important Important Neutral Not Important

Don't 
Provide

72 11 1 0 0
85.7% 13.1% 1.2% 0.0% 0.0%

27 24 23 4 5
32.5% 28.9% 27.7% 4.8% 6.0%

5 12 28 19 17
6.2% 14.8% 34.6% 23.5% 21.0%

10 15 16 16 22
12.7% 19.0% 20.3% 20.3% 27.8%

1 6 16 25 30
1.3% 7.7% 20.5% 32.1% 38.5%

2 5 26 22 23
2.6% 6.4% 33.3% 28.2% 29.5%

3 6 16 23 31
3.8% 7.6% 20.3% 29.1% 39.2%

7 4 18 19 32
8.8% 5.0% 22.5% 23.8% 40.0%

5 6 18 19 31
6.3% 7.6% 22.8% 24.1% 39.2%

Fire Protection District

Other
No Responses
Total

28. Please rank the importance of the Town providing the following services.

County Sheriff
School Districts
Annexation
Growth Agreements

Sidewalks

Low-income housing

Public transportation

Water system

Fire protection

Waste collection

Library

Healthcare facilities

Sewer system

27. Which of the following areas of cooperation do you feel needs the most 
attention and improvement (select only one)"



Top number is the count of respondents 
selecting the option. Bottom % is percent 
of the total respondents selecting the 
option.

Very 
Important Important Neutral

Not 
Immediately 

Important

Not 
Important 

At All
17 18 22 10 13

21.3% 22.5% 27.5% 12.5% 16.3%
25 20 13 9 12

31.6% 25.3% 16.5% 11.4% 15.2%
22 20 16 10 13

27.2% 24.7% 19.8% 12.3% 16.0%
50 20 11 2 2

58.8% 23.5% 12.9% 2.4% 2.4%
14 18 23 13 13

17.3% 22.2% 28.4% 16.0% 16.0%
15 15 20 12 18

18.8% 18.8% 25.0% 15.0% 22.5%
41 23 14 1 3

50.0% 28.0% 17.1% 1.2% 3.7%
49 18 8 7 1

59.0% 21.7% 9.6% 8.4% 1.2%
54 16 11 2 1

64.3% 19.0% 13.1% 2.4% 1.2%
17 23 25 7 7

21.5% 29.1% 31.6% 8.9% 8.9%
13 42 18 7 1

16.0% 51.9% 22.2% 8.6% 1.2%
20 37 16 5 3

24.7% 45.7% 19.8% 6.2% 3.7%
19 20 29 6 8

23.2% 24.4% 35.4% 7.3% 9.8%
20 21 19 7 13

25.0% 26.3% 23.8% 8.8% 16.3%
14 26 26 9 2

18.2% 33.8% 33.8% 11.7% 2.6%
7 23 30 12 10

8.5% 28.0% 36.6% 14.6% 12.2%
8 28 24 11 11

9.8% 34.1% 29.3% 13.4% 13.4%
8 24 28 9 10

10.1% 30.4% 35.4% 11.4% 12.7%
34 25 11 6 6

41.5% 30.5% 13.4% 7.3% 7.3%

Non-motorized trail system (walking, 
biking, cross country sking)

Motorized trail system (ATV's, 
snowmobiles, etc.)

29. The list below represents several planning issues that the Town will face in the next 20 years. Please 
indicate how important you feel it will be to address each of the items listed below.

Developing new residential

Developing new commercial

Improving public safety

Improving water quality

Population growth

6 Comments

Attracting new businesses

Tax base expansion

Improving river accessibility

Expanding recreational facilities

Improving educational facilities

Developing alternative energy

DO NOT CHANGE ANYTHING
I would be in favor of an ATV trail systemy , p p
patrol car, don't you think?
Light and noise pollution - awful billboards on new 29 and all the lights at north land building location - too much.  
Too much development/lights all night/noise. Can't see the stars. Restrictions might be needed.  For jobs - get 
good paying ones, not more retail junk.

Wheaton is located between E.C, C.F. & Menomonie should be more then adequate for employment, schools, etc. 
Would like to see minimum internal growth

Conformity to zoning and code regulations.

Protection from extraterritorial land 
controls

Protection from annexation

Preservation of open space

Creating new jobs

Developing new industrial

Preservation of agricultural lands



Number of 
Response(s) Ratio

30 37.5%
5 6.3%
39 48.8%
6 7.5%
11
91

Top number is the count of respondents 
selecting the option. Bottom % is percent 
of the total respondents selecting the 
option. Increase

Remain the 
Same Decrease No Opinion

10 58 8 3
12.7% 73.4% 10.1% 3.8%

19 42 16 2
24.1% 53.2% 20.3% 2.5%

19 35 21 3
24.4% 44.9% 26.9% 3.8%

38 34 6 2
47.5% 42.5% 7.5% 2.5%

30 41 6 1
38.5% 52.6% 7.7% 1.3%

26 46 6 1
32.9% 58.2% 7.6% 1.3%

Number of 
Response(s) Ratio

29 35.4%
53 64.6%
9
91

Number of 
Response(s) Ratio

27 13.2%
11 5.3%
9 4.4%
28 13.7%
9 4.4%
4 1.9%
17 8.3%
6 2.9%
6 2.9%
12 5.8%
40 19.6%
27 13.2%
8 3.9%

204
8 Responses
McDonalds, No big-box retailers.
NONE!!!!!!!!
non-motorized bike trail
any thing that pays well and keeps the taxes down
None
None
Why did you move to country? Keep country - you go back to the rat race.
Banks

No opinion
No Responses
Total

Too fast
Too slow
About right

32. As development occurs within the Town, the land devoted to specifice uses will change. 
What would you like to see happen with the amount of land devoted to each use?

Residential

Commercial

Industrial

No Responses
No
Yes

33. Are you familiar with the Right to Farm Act?

Recreational

Open space

Productive agricultural land

34. If commercial uses are developed, what types of establishments would you 
like to see in Wheaton? (Check all that apply)

Family/sit-down restaurants
Fast-food restaurants
Big-box retailers (e.g. Wal-Mart, Target, etc.)
Independently owned retail businesses
Specialty retail (Antique, Arts & Crafts, etc.)
High-end retail

Agricultural  related businesses
Home-based businesses
Other
Total

(g , g
cages, go-karts, etc.) ( p , y ,
Reps., etc.) ( y , g ,
Nail Salons, etc.)
Tourism/travel related businesses

Total

31. In your opinion, how would you characterize the rate of growth in the Town in the past 10 years?



Number of 
Response(s) Ratio

6 7.6%
41 51.9%
9 11.4%
4 5.1%
19 24.1%
12
91

19 Responses
Electric bills, fire station, and cemetery maintenance so taxpayers pay less
anything that helps keep taxes down
non-motorized bike trails
reducing taxes
PROPERTY TAX REDUCTION
ATV trails
GIVE IT BACK
Keeping wide open spaces.
tax relief or town services
Road maintenance, fire, rescue services.
Tax reduction
Town Treasury
Lower taxes
Reunions of residents and schoolmates.
Roads
Train some people to cur grass along roads and snow removal-Fire & medical training
reduce property taxes
Subsidize property taxes
Help out with Town expenses.

Number of 
Response(s) Ratio

24 9.1%
40 15.2%
61 23.2%
31 11.8%
54 20.6%
31 11.8%
17 6.4%
4 1.5%

262
4 Responses
Multi-family dwellings
big industry & shopping centers
the air port must be concidered
Dump sites for toxic waste.  I would support a horse track.

Number of 
Response(s) Ratio

5 6.0%
59 70.2%
20 23.8%
7
91

Town picnic
Other
No Responses
Total

35. The Town receives money from a room tax. What would you prefer the 
Town spend the money on?

Tourism
Recreational facilities
Promotional activities

Hog farms
Racetrack
Power lines
Wind mills

36. Which of the following uses would you NOT want developed in the Town? 
(check all that apply)

Cell towers
Sand mines
Adult entertainment

No
Don't know/Undecided
No Responses
Total

Other
Total

37. If you were approached with a petition for annexation to a neighboring city, 
would you consider signing it?

Yes



Number of 
Response(s) Ratio

30 41.1%
10 13.7%
11 15.1%
8 11.0%
5 6.8%
9 12.3%
18
91

9 Responses
all of these above
city restrictions
the city of eau claire clearly is unable to manage it's money.
Loss of Town government
Leave township as is.
All
Keep as township.
Save our township!
Too crowded.

Installation of water and sewer facilities
Not applicable
Other
No Responses

38. If you are against annexation, what is the biggest reason? (please check 
one only)

Tax rate
Atmosphere
Form of government

Total



Agriculture status - dairy farms.  Highway 29 access.  5 - 10 acre minimum building size.
Quality of its people, Volunteer fire fighters
Rural atmosphere and farmland
Small town feeling
Still has some open spaces and country like atmosphere dispite being close to E.C.
Fire protection, Town Board, Town park
The size, the friendly neighbors and how quickly the snow is remove.
River
country be kept country
none
RURAL LIVING
Many nice residential areas
Fire Protection, First Responders, Road Upkeep, Snow Removal, Town Employees are very Responsilbe
I like living in a rural area, and I don't want to see a lot of growth, residential or commercial in my neighborhood.
Country Atmosphere, natural views and landscape.
the rural/country setting.
old school

Limited amount of rules restricting what you can do with your own land.  Cooperation amoung residents.
Good place to raise a family.  I like 3, 4, 5 acre mins.
Physical beauty - open space.
We are still in the country, not a big town.
This is a neighborhood where people pull together.
Roads and their upkeep.  Fire Department.  Small town feeling.
Country living.
Low tax.
Close to City - EC and Chip.
Road upkeep.
Fire protection - EMT. Roads.
Quality of life, privacy.
Don't Know.
People are usually really nice.
Nothing.

Good people.
None
Most generally; good people, good atmosphere.
Fire Department.
Fire protection district.
Rural atmosphere.
our park - left alone attitude.
Small town feel, open space.
Ag-based small farms.
We are still a township with some control.
Lots of green space, good schools.
Open space.
Local government with real opportunity for community input.
Good place to live - safe, clean.

39. What features of the Town are you most proud of?
49 Responses

Neighbors are hard working people who are 2nd, 3rd generation - allow them to continue. Our farms are disappearing. We need 
food-towns people cannot grow it in a condo. We are eating foreign countries food. My cookies are from Portugal and bananas 
from S. America.

It is beautiful country out here.  Nice and peaceful. Wide open spaces.  Would like to see less business coming in to spoil it.

It's the ability to live in the "country" while still having relatively quick access to the "city"  that is the best thing.  Increasing 
commercial or industrial space will end that.  Increasing tourism (eg: snowmobile trails, motorcycle routes, cross country 
skiing)can increase the income of the town without taking away the reason people live here.



Very strong smell of manure fertilizer sprayed on fields.  Is there another way to fertilize without the pungent odor wafting through 
so bad that you can't barbeque outside, let alone sit outside and enjoy the outdoors. Also, cow operations that keep the cows in a 
very small area-unable to be grazing in a pasture...not a good life for any animal.

giant cow farms stink really bad! ie. Hawkins

40. What features of your Town are the most unpleasant, unattractive, or underutilized?
43 Responses
Not enough Sheriff patrol.  Zoning codes not fined when in error.  Rude, inconsiderate drivers speeding 50-65 mph on quiet 
roads.  Homes not utilizing the 5 acre minimum from ag, always wanted less land size.  Multiple dwelling homes.

Land is Under Utilized by the 5 acre rule, (takes land away from agriculture), If there are places in the township where there is a 
problem with water contamination, deal with it by a zoning law; otherwise the county rule of one acre is more than adequate.
The Town Park is underutilized.  If would be more attractive if it had restrooms.

MRS dump along Cty Rd F could contaminate our well
town/county zoning
DO not have anyone

neighbors be enforced to clean up their yards whether they've moved out and left junk or whether they don't cut grass or make an 
effort at doing so
The need for permits for anthing you do on the land I own.
unnattractive: Highway 29 "plaza" Terrible restaurant, terrible prices, eyesore
Trailer park developments

Commercial activity in areas that are mostly residential or agricultural.  Apparent violations of zoning ordinance that are allowed 
to continue.
Town Hall reps need to be better.  Need to create new jobs and not do handshake deals.

y g p
some day over-built and ruined the nice country setting we have now.
lets get some four wheeler trails in here it will be great for businesses

Growing too fast.  Farm land "for sale" which is sad.
Lack of year round recreation.

Don't know of any.

Corporate farms, industry.
High tax.
Poor law enforcement.
Acreage required to build should be 2 or less.

Commercial businesses that are not agricultural.
Landfill on F.

Too close to Eau Claire - they want to take over.
Underdevelopment of the T and 29 area.  Lack of a campground.

Underutilized. Most unpleasant is tresspassers who lie. Our scenic beautr-the river cannot be seen. Hwy. S is a joy to view & 
Cooks Valley & north of Elk Mound (Hoffman Hills are not ours) but promote scenic roads. The top of hill on F above N. You can 
see CF & look down the middle of road F South & see Carson Park lights. A nice "look out" spot.
No grass cutting all summer. No snow removal.  Roads rough.  The dump pick-up garbage town roadways.  Fence off recycle 
center so you don't see it from road.
Thieves - my mom has been robbed at least twice, Light pollution, County T needs help - I heard it was going to be 4-lane 
someday.  All it needs is right turn lanes (long enough for passing lanes to get around those turning left). The traffic is thick from 
Hwy. 29 to 312. Lots of big trucks. We need better traffic flow, keep road lines painted.

Gravel pits.
Cow manure on roads.
Don't Know.
The roads are unsafe especially in the winter and the speed should be reduced because everyone drives too fast.

Quick to add businesses that could have long-term environmental detriment to township.
High taxes.
I do not approve of residential land use requirements.  Houses should be grouped in land not suited for agriculture - 5 acre rule 
waste farmland - people don't need 5 acres for a home.
Unfair zoning

Multi-family housing developments - No More Please.
no complaints.
Haas trucks, speeding cars.
Haas Trucks, speeding vehicles.

Road conditions.



Top number is the count of respondents 
selecting the option. Bottom % is percent 
of the total respondents selecting the 
option.

Urgently 
Needed

Somewhat 
Needed Not Needed No Opinion

7 29 31 9
9.2% 38.2% 40.8% 11.8%

2 27 39 7
2.7% 36.0% 52.0% 9.3%

4 16 52 3
5.3% 21.3% 69.3% 4.0%

3 9 57 4
4.1% 12.3% 78.1% 5.5%

7 40 24 6
9.1% 51.9% 31.2% 7.8%

3 36 28 6
4.1% 49.3% 38.4% 8.2%
11 35 24 4

14.9% 47.3% 32.4% 5.4%
15 19 34 5

20.5% 26.0% 46.6% 6.8%
5 40 23 5

6.8% 54.8% 31.5% 6.8%

Uninformed, therefore no opinion for question #41, With New Taxes Only for question #42
We do have athletic fields and they do need to be maintained.

Who keeps the grass mowed?  Picks up the garbage? Patrols for molesters?  Who pays for this?

Top number is the count of respondents 
selecting the option. Bottom % is percent 
of the total respondents selecting the 
option. Yes No Undecided

29 43 3
38.7% 57.3% 4.0%

11 54 7
15.3% 75.0% 9.7%

15 53 3
21.1% 74.6% 4.2%

10 59 3
13.9% 81.9% 4.2%

29 36 7
40.3% 50.0% 9.7%

33 32 6
46.5% 45.1% 8.5%

32 33 7
44.4% 45.8% 9.7%

26 43 4
35.6% 58.9% 5.5%

35 30 7
48.6% 41.7% 9.7%

River/water access

Playgrounds

Non-motorized paths

41. To what degree should the Town encourage developing the following recreational facilities?

9 Comments

Athletic fields

Indoor recreation centers

River/water access

Playgrounds

Non-motorized paths

Motorized paths

Picnic areas/pavillions

42. Would you be willing to support developing the following recreational 
facilities with taxes?

Small neighborhood parks

We have a horse show grounds "Wild Bills" Ever been there?  Why not? It free.  Support the locals.  
River property is for sale East of Loopies.  The river is swift- where is river access?

Small neighborhood parks

Athletic fields

Indoor recreation centers

Swimming facility

Motorized paths

Picnic areas/pavillions

Again, consider using the natural attractions of the area to lure people and money to our town.  Indoor 
recreation and swimming can be found in EC.
non-motorized paths most important 98% of the time drivers do not slow down and a great way for 
families to spend time,perhaps they could even picnic.

I belive we have adequate ball fields but no other place for children to go.  There is also no year round 
recreation, an ATV trail would provide that.

Swimming facility

Because Wheaton is so large, these would not be beneficial to all residents.  Easier to get to neighboring town than to drive to 
local.

Small neighborhood parks, athletic fields, indoor recreation center, swimming facility, playgrounds.  These are what our schools 
are for.



Top number is the count of respondents 
selecting the option. Bottom % is percent 
of the total respondents selecting the 
option.

Strongly 
Support Support

Do Not 
Support No Opinion

8 33 29 5
10.7% 44.0% 38.7% 6.7%

9 26 31 9
12.0% 34.7% 41.3% 12.0%

9 23 35 7
12.2% 31.1% 47.3% 9.5%

0 10 60 4
0.0% 13.5% 81.1% 5.4%

0 3 67 4
0.0% 4.1% 90.5% 5.4%

0 3 67 4
0.0% 4.1% 90.5% 5.4%

3 10 56 5
4.1% 13.5% 75.7% 6.8%

Number of 
Response(s) Ratio

24 25.8%
3 3.2%
2 2.1%
6 6.4%
17 18.2%
40 43.0%
1 1.0%
93

1 Response
Not informed enough to answer the above

Number of 
Response(s) Ratio

5 6.2%
11 13.6%
6 7.4%
49 60.5%
6 7.4%
0 0.0%
1 1.2%
1 1.2%
0 0.0%
2 2.5%
10
91

Duplex's
Apartments
Single-family

Cluster: single-family homes in rural 
areas with common green space

Apartment complex 2-5 units

Conventional subdivision of single-family 
homes

Large homes on large lots

6-10 acres

Other
Total

45. In your opinion, what should the minimum lot size be for rural residential 
development?

Less than 1 acre

Condominiums

44. What, if any, types of dwelling units does the Town need more of? (check 
all that apply)

41 or more acres
No limitation
No opinion
No Responses

11-20 acres
20-40 acres

Total

None of these are needed
Senior/Assisted Living units
Condominiums

Apartment complex 6-10 units

Apartment complex: 10 or more units

43. If residential development occurs, how strongly would you support the following type(s) of 
development?

1-2 acres
3-4 acres
5 acres (current minimum lot size in Town)



20 Responses

46. Please feel free to write any additional comments that you feel will be helpful in the preparation of our 
Comprehensive Plan.

Resolve the conflict between the City and township.  Control of land within 3 miles of city limits - township should be able to 
control all township land use requirements.

Someone could do gardenplots for city folks-in England there are open spaces in every neighborhood to let people walk dogs, 
kids fly kites, bike, run. In the plots they have tiny tool sheds, some tables and chairs, some cots to rest from gardening. 20-30 
small plots. Eveyone enjoys flowers/fruits/vegs. and neighbors. We NEED a place away from ratrace. Keep Wheaton peaceful-
everyone goes up north-let Wheaton be country-and where will we be when its all paved over? Grass doesn't grow? downtown.

Wheaton should think of a new Town Hall with some tax money!  Along with the schools - here!  Built to contain 400 people for 
partys & rental - to make money for township.

Dividing the Town of Wheaton up into small parcels and housing developments would be a very poor idea.  If we're going to do 
that, we might just as well ask Eau Claire to annex us.  The reason most of us live out there is for the open spaces and the 
privacy of country living.  If you turn Wheaton into a sub-division of Eau Claire, what's the point of living there in the first place?
keep me posted of the results at oscar@dynamicdisplay.com
maximum lot size of 1 acre or less if there is a community park or area.   and there is a minimum of 6 houses.  maybe 10-15 
acres total. ie. 6 or whatever, .75 - 1 acre lots with a 10 acre community area for wildlife.  no ATV trails, etc..., People tend to 
mow their 5 acre lots and create these urban deserts filled with chemicals.   It would be nice to limit the ability to do that. helping 
reduce air and water pollution.
thank you!
We need to get rid of the the 300ft before you are notified about a zoning request rule. make it 2 miles. It affects all of us. This is 
a rediculous rule.
I don't know all the legal ramifications of the comprehensive plan, but be very careful that you are not giving away local control.  
Smart growth and sustainable development sound like good things but they do take away local control.  For more information on 
this refer to the book, "Look What Happened While You Were Sleeping".

You have tough decisions ahead especially commercial development.  I think it has to happen somewhat but still try to maintain 
beautiful countryside.
We live in the country for a reason.  Not for anyone to make it just like town.  We like to see the stars and have our space and 
privacy.

If home on +2 acres and land is not tillable/farmable lower the taxes!

What benefit are changing the stop signs to County X instead of F & T? Either way people barely slow down at the ones we have. 
Rolling stops are the norm. The cops could have lots of $$ in the coffers. Also aren't those mopeds illegal if they don't meet a 
certain mph? I've seen at least 3 different ones travelling on a 55 mph road that were only going maybe 30. Also, 4 wheelers out 
on the blacktop County X.  Isn't that also illegal?  Wheaton should have own police force. suburbs have crime.

Please develop a comprehensive plan!  Is agriculture important to us?  We should make sure NOT to reduce and break up farms 
and lots smaller than 10 acres.

Please do not annex anymore of us into the City of E.C.  Leave us where we are.

Keep the farm land.

Chippewa County has one of the highest ATV ownership's in the state but we have the least amount of trail system. An ATV trail 
system could provide additional revenue into the area.  The state as well as the Wisconsin ATV Association (WATVA.org)will 
help with finacial assistance with trails and signage. The current snowmobile trails don't get the chance to be used due to lack of 
snow. A bike/walking trail is not year round nor does it create a revenue stream.  Year round Adult/child recreation.
Above all, I hope we are never annexed into a neighboring town.  This is the one thing I worry about living out here.  The tax base 
is much higher and so are their water & sewer. Sure hope it stays "small town" like.  That is why we moved here.  Also hope 
industry stays away.  We like it clean, quite and peaceful.
I like the lot size to reduce development of farm land, but because Wheaton is so big, I think we should have pockets of areas 
where less than 5 acres are needed to facilitate sub-divisions.  Parks and recreational areas could be located near there; would 
increase tax base, but maintain farm land and small community feel.  Possibly near commercial area's.
It appears to me that the zoning ordinance is not being enforced.  I see quite a few home businesses, signs, and commercial 
activity in residential and agricultural areas.  Also home/business commercial signs in road right of ways.  The ordinances should 
either be enforced or abandoned.  The Town should not concern itself with protecting Town borders.  If property owners who 
adjoin the city want to annex to the city, let them go.




